The Wanderers

October 2019 Newsletter
A Note from our President –

Halloween is coming up at the end of the month. But we promise there will be no tricks—just a month of treating yourself to a variety of fun activities with your Wanderers friends!

Flicks & Fun---see “Judy” and enjoy happy hour afterward at a nearby restaurant
Garden Tour:  visit Eloise Butler Gardens
Coffee Break---enjoy coffee and bakery treats at Denny's 5th Avenue Bakery in Bloomington
Lunch Bunch---enjoy authentic Mexican food at Cantina Laredo in the Mall of America
Game Night---join Wanderers for free BINGO and a $1 meat raffle at the Richfield Legion
MIA’S Puzzle Room Experience---experience art in a new way and have lunch afterward
Needlecrafters---join other Wanderers doing knitting and crocheting at Patisserie Margo
Books and Booze---discuss “Cocoa Beach” at the Cahill Bistro

See you there!        
 Sally@TheWanderersMSP.org
ACTIVITIES

WALKERS:  Every Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30AM—Centennial Lakes 

Need motivation to get out, move, and exercise? Join us as we walk around Centennial Lakes.  We meet us at the “Big Clock” outside of the Hughes Pavilion.  Walk around the lake or as much or as little as your legs allow. Be on time--we'll start walking promptly!  If it rains – we meet at Southdale outside the Jimmie Johns’. No need to RSVP – just come

FLICKS & FUN:  Tuesday, October 1st, “Judy”---possibly at Southdale AMC

Time and location will be announced when they become available.

Starring Renee Zellweger, and based on the life of Judy Garland, “Judy” is set in winter 1968 as Garland arrives in London for a run of sell-out concerts.  The movie recounts her performances, with Renee Zellweger singing some of her best-known numbers including “Somewhere over the Rainbow” from 1939’s The Wizard of Oz.  The movie also delves into Garland’s battles with her management, her relationships with charmed musicians and fans, and the family drama playing out behind-the-scenes of the London performances.  “Judy” has received favorable ratings from 88 percent of the critics according to Rotten Tomatoes.

Later we’ll go to a nearby restaurant for happy hour and conversation about the movie.

RSVP by Sunday, September 29th to LynnJ@TheWanderersMSP.org  or 952-922-1556
GARDEN TOUR:  Thursday, October 3rd, 1:00PM Departure--Eloise Butler Wildflower & Bird Sanctuary

1 Theodore Wirth Pkwy., Minneapolis, 612-370-4903, minneapolisparks.org
Home to more than 500 plant species and 130 bird species, the sanctuary is located just minutes outside downtown Minneapolis. Don’t be fooled by its proximity to the bustling city, however. Step onto the self-guided path and you’ll be immediately transported into a wooded paradise.  Hopefully, there’ll still be some fall colors and migrating birds to enjoy. 

After our walk we’ll reward ourselves with a treat at Panera.
A carpool will leave at 1:00PM from the Panera Bread parking lot (5680 Cedar Lake Road) near Home Depot at West End. Or, meet is at the garden at 1:30 (pay parking lot) Please indicate if you plan to car pool and are willing to drive.  

RSVP by Tuesday, October 1st to Sally@TheWanderersMSP.org  or 952-920-4042
VOLUNTEER PROJECT:  Wanderers is considering doing a one-time community project.   Please respond by Monday, October 7th to Sara5217@aol.com if you would like to participate.  If enough people are interested we will schedule a project for October or November.  Two possible opportunities are:

· Feed My Starving Children volunteers hand-pack rice, soy, dried vegetables, and a nutritionally complete blend of vitamins and minerals into bags which are shipped to the neediest children around the world.

· VEAP (Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People) provides food for people in need in the community. We can sort food donations, stock shelves, or do other one-time projects.

COFFEE BREAK:  Wednesday, October 9th, 10:00AM---Denny's 5th Avenue Bakery
7840 5th Ave S, Bloomington, 952-881-4445
Denny’s is a family-owned specialty bakery serving the Twin Cities area since 1969.  This bakery is a time-tested staple with a bright, cheery space and a menu of donuts, breads, pastries, and specialty cakes.

RSVP by Tuesday, October 8th to GailS@TheWanderersMSP.org
LUNCH BUNCH:  Tuesday, October 15, 11:30am---Cantina Laredo
Mall of America, 300 West Market—Enter from West side parking ramp
They create authentic Mexican food inspired by the cuisine of Mexico City and add a modern twist.  Imagine grilled fish, chicken or steak topped with one of a kind signature sauces like chipotle-wine and Portobello mushroom or sautéed artichoke heart and roasted red bell pepper.  Pair that with their award-winning margarita, the Casa Rita, made from fresh lime-juice and the finest tequila and you've got what they call Modern Mexican.

RSVP by Sunday, October 13th to CarmellaA@TheWanderersMSP.org
GAME NIGHT: Thursday, October 17th, 5:00PM---Richfield American Legion
6501 Portland Ave., Richfield 612-866-3647
This place is a hoot! Meet us for an unforgettable evening of food, cheap drinks, and entertainment:  Happy Hour (5-6PM), Dinner and the $1 Meat Raffle (5-7PM), free BARGO (Bingo) 5-7:30PM, and Live Music 7:00PM.  Show up anytime between 5-7PM to partake in any or all of the above (no membership or fees required).

RSVP by Tuesday, October 15th to shoffman7@comcast.net 
Directions:  Hwy. 62 East to Portland Ave. exit. Turn RIGHT (S) to Legion on left. WE MEET IN THE DINING ROOM—ON THE RIGHT SIDE AS YOU ENTER. 
MIA’S PUZZLE ROOM EXPERIENCE: Tuesday, October 22nd, 10:00am Departure
Minneapolis Institute of Art, 2400 3rd Ave. S., Minneapolis. 612-870-3000
Cryptic messages. Hidden clues. Secret societies.  This is the museum as a giant puzzle room, a mystery you’re invited to solve using the “Riddle Mia This” app.  You’ll move through galleries looking for clues in the artworks, exposing a faction of anti-technologists.  You’ll see MIA’s collection in a new way!  There is no charge for museum entry or puzzle experience.  We can either use smartphones or museum-supplied devices to guide us through the puzzle.  Afterwards, for those who are interested, we will have lunch at Book Club on 5411 Penn Ave. S. at 1:00pm, 612-822-5411

A carpool will leave the Southdale north parking lot (upper level of ramp near Macy’s Door 5) at 10:00 AM, or meet us at MIA at 10:30 AM.  Please indicate if you plan to carpool and are willing to drive. 
RSVP by Friday, October 18th to CarlaH@TheWanderersMSP.org
 
NEEDLECRAFTERS:  Mondays, October 14th & 28th, 1:30PM---Patisserie Margo

4510 Valley View Road, Edina

Whatever your knitting, crocheting, or craft skill level, we’d love to have you join us!  You can even bring your mending!  Come to learn or just chat over your project. Enjoy coffee, food/bakery treats, and great conversation. Just show up.
BOOKS & BOOZE:  Tuesday, October 29rd, 3:30PM---Cahill Bistro
7078 Amundson Ave., Edina (70th/Cahill)
Cocoa Beach by Beatriz Williams

Set in sunny Florida in this lush and enthralling historical novel—an enchanting blend of love, suspense, betrayal, and redemption set among the rumrunners and scoundrels of Prohibition-era Cocoa Beach.  Burdened by a dark family secret, Virginia Fortescue flees her oppressive home in New York City for the battlefields of World War I France.  While an ambulance driver for the Red Cross, she meets a charismatic British army surgeon whose persistent charm opens her heart to the possibility of love.  As the war rages, Virginia falls into a passionate affair with the dashing Captain Simon Fitzwilliam, only to discover that his past has its own dark secrets—secrets that will damage their eventual marriage and propel her back across the Atlantic to the sister and father she left behind.

RSVP by Saturday, October 26th to AnneS@TheWanderersMSP.org
COMING UP
NIGHT-TIME BOOK TALK: Monday, November 18th, 7:00PM--- Lunds & Byerly’s Mezz
France Ave. at Hazelton Road, Edina
The Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly

"Inspired by the life of a real World War II heroine, this powerful debut novel reveals an incredible story of love, redemption, and terrible secrets that were hidden for decades.  NY socialite Caroline has her hands full with her post at the French consulate and a new love on the horizon.  But Caroline's world is forever changed when Hitler’s army invades Poland in September 1939 and then sets its sights on France.  An ocean away, Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing as she’s drawn deeper into the underground resistance movement.  In a tense atmosphere of watchful eyes and suspecting neighbors, one false move can have dire consequences.  For the ambitious young German doctor, Herta Oberheuser, an ad for a government medical position seems her ticket out of a desolate life.  Once hired, though, she finds herself trapped in a male-dominated realm of Nazi secrets and power.  The lives of these three women are set on a collision course when the unthinkable happens and Kasia is sent to Ravensbruck, the notorious Nazi concentration camp for women.  Their stories cross continents—from New York to Paris, Germany, and Poland—as Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those whom history has forgotten.  Martha Hall Kelly has crafted a remarkable novel of unsung women and their quest for love, freedom, and second chances.  It is a story that will keep readers bonded with the characters, searching for the truth, until the final pages.

RSVP by Saturday, November 16th to Sara5217@aol.com 
BOOKS & BOOZE:  Tuesday, December 17th, 3:30PM—Cahill Bistro
7078 Amundson Ave., Edina (70th/Cahill)
The Nest by Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney

A warm, funny and acutely perceptive debut novel about four adult siblings and the fate of the shared inheritance that has shaped their choices and their lives.  Every family has its problems.  But even among the most troubled, the Plumb family stands out as spectacularly dysfunctional.  Years of simmering tensions finally reach a breaking point on an unseasonably cold afternoon in New York City as Melody, Beatrice, and Jack Plumb gather to confront their charismatic and reckless older brother, Leo, freshly released from rehab.  Months earlier, an inebriated Leo got behind the wheel of a car with a nineteen-year-old waitress as his passenger.  The ensuing accident has endangered the Plumbs joint trust fund, “The Nest,” which they are months away from finally receiving.
RSVP by Saturday, December 14th to AnneS@TheWanderersMSP.org
